Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.132; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.7.
The title compound, C 12 H 8 N 4 O 2 ÁC 8 H 6 O 4 , was synthesized from 4-[5-(4-pyridyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazol-2-yl]pyridine N-oxide and isophthalic acid. The two molecules are linked through O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds. Weak intramolecular -interactions between the two hydrogenbonded chains result in the formation a one-dimensional supramolecular curved tape (the face-to-face distance between the pyridine N-oxide ring and the benzene ring is 3.7 Å ). Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Lu et al., 1997; Kitagawa et al., 2004; Tan et al., 2006) , 1,2-bis(4-pyridyl)ethyne (Beckmann & Jänicke, 2006 ), 4,4'-bipyridine-N,N'-dioxide (Long et al., 2004 Ma et al., 2005) , and other similar molecules. We recently prepared the rigid bent compound, 2-(4-pyridyl)-5-(4-pyridyl N-oxide) -1,3,4-oxadiazole, (L2) . It has a rigid 144° angle because of the bridging five-membered oxadiazole ring. In addition, isophthalic acid is a good hydrogen-bonding donor and its two carboxylic acid moieties make an angle of 120°. Supramolecular systems with novel architecture may result because of their specific geometry. Accordingly, when L2 reacted with isophthalic acid in a mixed CH 2 Cl 2 /CH 3 OH solution, yellow crystals formed and its structure is reported here.
Related literature
The molecular structure of (1) is shown in Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit contains one L2 molecule and one isophthalic acid molecule. O···H-O and N···H-O hydrogen bonds (Fig. 3) are formed by the -COOH groups of the isophthalic acid and the pyridyl-N-oxide O atom and N pyridine atom, ( Table 1 ). The dihedral angles between the benzene ring of isophthalic acid and pyridyl-N-oxide ring and pyridyl ring are 1.4° and 7.0°, respectively, which are similar to previously reported experimental values (Du et al., 2006; Tan et al., 2006) . In addition to the specific geometry of the oxadiazole-containing rigid curved organic ligand L2, the molecules in (1) connect with each other generating one-dimensional extended zigzag chains, which have not been obtained using normal linear rigid bidentate organic ligands (Dong & Ma, 2003) .
In the solid state, the crystal packing view of (1) shows a pair of zigzag chains which stack via aromatic π-π interactions (Fig. 3) . The face-to-face distance between the pyridine-N-oxide ring and benzene ring from isophthalic acid is 3.7 Å. The shortest close contact is 3.447 (6) Å. Although these values are typical for aromatic π-π stacking interactions, compared with the strong π-π interactions (Hunter, 1994) they are comparatively weak. Two adjacent chains are further linked via intramolecular π-π stacking interactions to construct a one-dimensional supramolecular curved tape (Fig. 3) . These weak intramolecular π-π interactions and crucial hydrogen bonds enhance the stability of the compound (1).
Experimental L1 (2,5-bis(4-pyridyl)-1,3,4-oxadiazole) was prepared according to literature methods (Ren et al., 1995) . L1 (1.1 g, 5 mmol), 1.0 ml hydrogen dioxide 30% solution and 3.0 ml acetic acid were mixed and refluxed at 343-353 K for 20 h. After removal of solvent under vacuum, the residue was purified on a silica gel column using CH 2 Cl 2 /CH 3 OH (15:1, v/v) U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O). Other H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93 Å, and refined in riding mode, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) (aromatic). Figures   Fig. 1 . : The structure of (1), with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids (arbitrary spheres for H atoms). sup-3 
